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PROCEDURAL ORDER

ON FORM OF ORS

TESTIMONY

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the Motion of the Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") to file and

present panel testimony in this Docket. ORS states that it has hired a team of consultants

to evaluate, review and provide testimony on the South Carolina Electric & Gas

Company ("SCE&G") Application. ORS expects to present approximately eight

witnesses during the merits hearing, consisting of three ORS employees and five

consultants. ORS wishes to present the consultants' testimony as a panel. According to

ORS, the filing and presentation of witness testimony as a panel would allow specialized

knowledge to be shared to the fullest extent, allow questions to be answered

expeditiously, provide for an orderly procedure, and promote judicial economy. ORS

notes that the team as a whole shares knowledge of SCE&G's Application.

According to ORS, all parties would have the opportunity to cross-examine each

consultant witness. ORS proposes that where the testimony of a panel of witnesses is

presented, cross-examination may either be addressed to the panel as a whole, in which
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caseanymemberof the panelmay respond,or cross-examinationmay be directedto a

specificpanelmember,in which casethat particularpanelmemberwould respond.ORS

further statesthat a panelwould facilitatethe hearingby makingavailableall consultant

witnessesat the sametime to answerquestionsand,by providing an opportunity for

parties to asktheir questionsonce, insteadof numeroustimes over the courseof the

hearingasdifferentwitnessestakethestand.

Accordingly, ORS moves that this Commissiongrant its Motion to File and

PresentPanelTestimony. In the alternative,if suchMotion is not granted,ORSmoves

that the Commissionallow theconsultantsto testify asa panelduringthe hearingon the

Application, currentlyscheduledto beginonDecember1,2008.

We haveconsideredthis matter,andherebygrantthe Motion to File andPresent

PanelTestimony,with qualifications. ORSshallprefile its paneltestimonyin aformatin

which eachpart of the testimony is attributableto a singlewitness. In otherwords,a

particularwitnessshouldbe primarily responsiblefor a specific topic in the testimony,

althoughotherwitnessesmayaddressthattopic aswell. Certainly,oncross-examination,

more than one ORS witness may be allowed to contribute in answeringquestions.

However,it is our belief that onewitnessshouldbeprimarily responsiblefor eachtopic

presented,andthatwitnessshouldbeidentifiedin theprefiled testimony.

Whereaswe do agreethat allowing panel testimony generallyprovides for an

orderlyprocedureandfor judicial economy,we reservethe right to requirethewitnesses

to testify separately,if during the hearing,it becomesapparentto this Commissionthat

thepanelisnot aneffectiveway to presentthetestimonyin this case.
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As stated,the Motion is granted,with qualifications.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

until further order of the

Elizabeth_. Fleming,Ch_x:man %

ATTEST:

.C (Lj.Q
Jol_ E. HoWard, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


